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Victorian Mining Leases 1863 - 1875 
ML No. 164 Maldon 
William Bibby (-address- Springs Maldon) applied for 7 acres at Wattle Gully 
on 3rd November 1863, with a proposed investment of £2,500, employing 6 
men for first 6 months – subsequently 12 men and for 10 years. Work had 
already commenced. The ground was formerly held by the Perseverance Co. 
and had been in work ever since the Company broke up. There were no 
objections to the lease. Roads or tracks were to be reserved. He had been in 
possession of the ground for 6 months under M ? – sunk a shaft 110ft. deep, 
erected machinery 14 hp, average number of men employed is 10. Warden 
Nankirvell noted portions of the ground were occupied as residence sites and 
the occupants do not object if a clause is inserted in the lease protecting their 
rights. Ground is quartz reef 3ft thick yield from 6 shafts, deepest 100ft. The 
lease was recommended, approved by the Governor on 4th January, 1864 and 
Gazzetted on 12th Jan 1864 (page 66) and finally dated 31st March 1864. The 
area comprised 6 acres 3 rods, 11 perches. The annual rent was £6. 16. 6. The 
special provisions were, excepting the buildings shown on the plan hereon 
endorsed area the area coloured pink and reserving free access thereon.  

Page 2 of Register first gives document trail to formalize lease, then; 30/9/64 
£8.10.6 is noted due and still in arrears on 31/10/64. On 20/1/65 there is a 
payment of arrears in one month notice. On 25/2/65 Report of arrears paid 
up. Another note to pay rent within one month, arrears £11. 18. 9 from 
30/9/65. On 24/4/66 to lessee care of Warden, Printed letter sent and 
returned with statuary declaration (on Wardens letter) dated 27/10/65 the 
lessee W. Bibby has disposed of his interest in the lease to W Noell & R 
Oswald who have applied for a new lease including the ground contained in 
No. 164 renumbered No. 301. Letter of surrender signed W. Bibby dated 27 
Oct 1865 enclosed. 

Lease N. 301 in general remarks refers to No. 164, W. Bibby, Maldon, 31 Mar 
1864 he becoming insolvent his interest was sold by auction 27/10/65 under 
order from Official Assignee and applicants became the purchasers. Wm Bibby 
has surrendered lease No. 164 unto them. 
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ML No. 381 Maldon 
William Charles Bibby and John Favel Green of Guildford apply on the 15th 
November 1867 at 2.45 PM, for about 10 acres in the locality of Christies Reef 
Muckleford where there are no rivers, creeks or springs and for an investment 
of £1,500, to be worked with manual labour, horse power and ultimately by 
steam and labour of 6 months, 3 men and subsequently when in full work 12 
men for a term of 15 years to commence on the issue of the lease. There were 
no objections to the lease which was described as quartz. Lease was surveyed 
16/11/67 as 10 acres 1 rod 0 perches as Christies Reef Muckleford and they 
were the only occupants. It was approved by the governor on 10the Feb 1868 
and Gazzetted in the TT, page 398 on 14th Feb 1868 and the lease was from 
20th April for 15 years for an annual rent of £10. 5. 4 at 3 men for 6 months 
and 12 for the remainder. 

Page 2 of register listed general admin and small error in area which is 
corrected. First half year rent was paid 2/5/68. On 3/7/69 William applies for 
consent to transfer his interest to the co-lessee J. F. Green with application fee 
of change £1 enclosed. Further notes refer to finalization of transfer and 
completed on 20/8/69. 
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ML No. 616 Barkers Creek 
John Hopkins Walter and William Bibby, Post Office, Barkers Creek, 15 acres, 
Specimen Hill Barkers Creek. Investment proposed £2000. Manual Labour and 
machinery. For first 6 months 4 men then 8 men. For 15 years and work has 
already commenced. Applied 3rd Sep 1870 at 12 noon, lease recommended, date 
of survey 24/9/70 and applicants are only occupants. Lease issued 27 April 
1871, annual rent £8.7.6. It is further provided that the portion of land written 
a distance of one chain from the centre of the Barkers Creek East branch 
aqueduct as shown by a dotted line on the plan herein endorsed is hereby 
reserved with power to resume the same or any portion thereof without notice 
or without compensation in the event of the same being acquired for any public 
purpose. 

From notes part: 
21/10/70 - £4.0.6 paid 6 months’ rent. 
11/9/72 - Walter and Bibby apply for suspension of labour condition for 6 
months. 
17/9/72 - Walter and Bibby advise Shaft south – levels driven. £521.8.10 
expended and 6 men and 2 boys employed. 
21/4/73 - Walter and Bibby apply for permission to sublet portion of the lease 
to tribute. Fee £1. 
30/4/73 - Consent granted. 
10/7/73 - Warden warning re work. 
15/7/73 - Lessees advise have made arrangements to carry on work. 
5/5/74 - Walter and Bibby wish to pay rent. 
19/2/75 - Wardens sends show cause notice re labour. 
2/3/75 - Walter advise warden the reason why the labour covenants have not 
been fulfilled arose from want of funds on the part of his partner who he has 
now bought outright and is prepared to fulfill the labour covenants after the 
leases 616 & 1575 have been surrendered for a new one. 
29/4/75 - Walter works this lease and William is no longer active on lease. 
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ML No. 673 Specimen Gully, Barkers Creek 
William Bibby, Post Office, Barkers Creek, 6 acres at Specimen Gully, Barkers 
Creek for an investment of £500, manual labour and machinery for first 6 
months 2 men and subsequently 4 men and for 15 years, applied for 31st May 
1871 at 10.30 am. Lease granted 21st August 1871 per plan Faraday is situated 
within drainage area of proposed reservoir at Specimen Gully. Rent £6.3.6. it is 
further provided that the portion of the public water reservoir reserves included 
within the area hereby denoted as shown on the plan hereon endorsed is  
hereby reserved and the said lessee shall not carry on his remaining operations 
in such a manner as to impose or interfere with the purpose for which the said 
reserve was made.   

Notes from page 2 of lease Register. 

16/9/71 - Lease is registered. 
29/5/72 - Show cause for arrears in rent issued. 
7/6/72 - William wishes to pay arrears in 7 days. 
18/6/72 - Lessee has not shown cause. 
9/3/73 - Show cause arrears and no reply. 
26/5/73 - Posts removed. Lease declared void. 
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ML No. 767 North of Middlesex Co., Castlemaine 
William Bibby and Thomas Jury, both of Barkers Creek, 8 acres north of 
Middlesex Co. for an investment of £2,000 and manual labour, 2 men for 6 
months and 4 men subsequently, for 15 years and applied for on 15th 
September 1871 at 11.30 am. Lease approved from 18 December 1871 for 15 
years at annual rent of £11.19.6 under terms defined and special provisions; 
business license and residence covenant. Alluvial covenant. 

Notes from page 2 of lease register. 
12/1/72 – Lease rent and fees paid. 
21/11/72 – Jury applies for suspension of labour covenants for 6 months. 
25/11/72 - Warden note, Drive 70 ft and over £400 expended. Forward 
further particulars request.  
28/11/72 – Warden note that work so far has been done by contract – the 
minimum number of men employed is 4. 
4/12/72 – the department will not at present initiate action. 
30/12/74 – Show cause note from Warden. 
8/6/74 – Declaring lease void. 
20/6/74 – Posts removed. 
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ML No. 922 Specimen Gully, Barkers creek 
William Bibby of Barkers Creek applies for 4 acres at a proposed investment of 
£500 with labour and machinery and 2 men for 6 months and as many men as 
can be profitably employed subsequently for 15 years on 3 November 1871 at 
3.00 pm. The lease is not recommended as it is a Government Reservoir and 
was refused. 

ML No. 1114 Barkers Creek 
William Bibby of Barkers Creek, John Hopkins Walter of Barkers Creek and 
Edmond Noble of Sandhurst applied for 5 acres at Barkers Creek with an 
investment of £1000 with labour and machinery proposed and 2 men for 6 
months and as many as can be profitably employed subsequently for 15 years 
on 3rd November 1871 at 3.00 pm. Lease was recommended and issued on 20th 
April 1872 for 15 years at an annual rent of £4.10.6 with two men for six 
months and 3 men subsequently. 

Notes form page 2 of register. 
6/6/72 – Lease returned executed with rent and fees paid. 
30/5/73 – Show cause arrears notice. 
19/6/73 – Clarke wishes to pay arrears, 7 days allowed. 
12/7/73 – Clarke wishes to pay rent, 7 days allowed. 
30/7/74 – Show cause arrears notice, duplicate to Clarke. 
29/7/73 – W. Bibby wishes to pay arrears, 7 days allowed. 
27/11/73 – Show cause arrears. The lessees have not shown cause annotation. 
30/3/74 – Show cause arrears. 
8/6/74 - Declaring lease void. 
20/6/74 – Posts removed. 
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ML No. 1575 Specimen Gully Reef, Castlemaine  
John Hopkins Walter of Barkers Creek and William Bibby of Castlemaine apply 
for 6 acres with manual labour and machinery with a proposed investment of 
£1,500 with 2 men for 6 months and as many as can be profitably employed for 
15 years and quartz only is remarked on 28th June 1873. Lease is issued on 29th 
September 1873 for 15 years at an annual rental of £2.1.10 with 2 men for a 
month and 2 subsequently. Special provisions; residence, alluviums and demise, 
provided also that the portion of Victorian Water Supply  Aqueduct Reserve 
included in the said land is hereby reserved and the said lessees shall not carry 
out on their mining operations in such a manner as to injure or interfere with 
the purpose for whish the said Reserve was made. Provided lastly that the track 
as shown on the said plan is hereby reserved to and for the use of the public.  

Notes from page 2 of register follows. 
20/10/73 - Lease returned executed, rent and fee paid. 
5/5/74 – W. Bibby wishes to pay rent. 7 days allowed. 
14/11/74 – Warden show cause re covenants. No reply. 
18/11/74 – W. Bibby, have kept the covenants in nearly every respect. Have 
almost continuously had 2 or more men employed. 
1/12/74 – Warden note. This lease has been worked in conjunction with one 
adjoining. 3 men at work 4 weeks out of 6 since occupation of claim. Shaft 180 
ft. water too strong for present appliances. Value of plant £200. Men were not 
and could not be employed as the mine id full of water. 
19/2/75 – Note to Walter and Bibby. Show cause re labor covenants. 
20/2/75 – Warden note, refuse rent. 
2/3/75 – Warden note, show cause see full entry at 616. 
18/3/75 – Walter asks for acceptance of surrender of leases 616 & 1575 and 
for issue of new lease of smaller area with reduced labor covenant. 
31/3/75 – To Walter. Both leases must first be vested in you as the intended 
new lessee. 
29/4/75 – Warden note; No bona fide work done on the ground since issue of 
lease. No physical obstacles. 
5/5/75 – Warden: Forward leases 616 and 1575 for survey with a view to the 
issue of a new lease for 10 acres. £2 enclosed. 
5/5/75 – Castlemaine (office) Was rent tendered and refused and when? The 
rent was not tendered.  
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14/5/75 – To Walter. Until the leases are legally vested in you survey cannot be 
accepted. Leases and £2 herewith returned. 
15/5/75 – Show cause re rent and labor covenants. Warden ref. 
18/6/75 – Declaring this lease Void. 
26/6/75 – Remove posts. 

 
 
 

Table Showing Working Details for each Victorian Mining Lease per 
year 

 
Year 1864 1865 1866 1867 1868 1869 1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 1875  

No. Acres Men  
164 7 7           2 
381     10 10       2 
616       15 15 15 15 15 15 6 
673        6 6 6 6 6 2 
767         8 8 8  4 
1114         5 5 5  2 
1575          6 6 6 3 
Acre 7 7 0 0 10 10 15 21 34 40 40 27  
Men 2 2   2 2 6 8 14 17 17 11  

 

 Queensland Mining Leases 1876 - 1890 

ML No. 78 Croydon 
William Bibby and Evan Baillie Fraser for a yearly rent of £15 for the year 
terminating on first day of June 1889, being the first year of the said term. All 
that tract of land situated on the Croydon Goldfields containing by estimation 
14 acres and seven perches. And the lessees shall erect machinery and employ 
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not less than 15 miners. Pride of the Hills prospect Claim United. Area; 
Fourteen acres and seven perches.  
SCHEDULE OF LAND - Commencing at a point bearing 93° 10’, and distant 
54 links from the southeast corner of Gold ML No. 68 and bounded thence on 
the east by a line bearing 183° 10’, 11 chains and 94 links; on the south by the 
Gold ML no. 76 and etc. Lease granted 13th November 1889. 
TRANSFERS – consent granted for the interests held by William Bibby and 
Evan Baillie Fraser to be transferred to Joseph Bennet in trust for the Pride of 
the Hills Gold Mining Company Limited on 18th December 1889. 

 

 

ML No. 190 Croydon  
Duncan Campbell Thomson, Henry John Hewitt, William Bibby, Edward 
Duchett, and Louis Bouvard Foley for a yearly rent of £3 for the year 
terminating on the first day of September 1890. All that parcel or Tract of land 
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situated on the Croydon Gold Fields containing by estimation 2 acres, 3 roods 
and 39 perches. Erect and use machinery and employ no less than three men.  
SCHEDULE OF LAND – The Ironclad No.1 North Area. Two acres, three 
roods, thirtynine perches. Commencing at a point marked with a peg numbered 
190, bearing 40° 18’, and distant 146 chains and 38 links from the northwest 
corner of Spents Machine Area, and bounded thence on the Northwest by a 
line bearing 54°, 6 chains and 48½ links on the northeast by a line bearing 144°, 
6 chains and 4½ loinks on the southeast and etc. 
TRANSFERS – Consent granted for William Bibby  interest being 20/80 
shares transferred to a Thomas William Frost on 6 Nov 1890.   
 

 


