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THE BIBBY FAMILY IN CASTLEMAINE 1869 - 1895 

Introduction 
William Bibby first came to Castlemaine as a single man around 1859. This 
was according to a story he told later in his life. He had come to the 
Castlemaine district to manage a mine near Muckleford a short distance to the 
west and south of Maldon. He was not prospecting for gold then but would 
soon enough like so many others like him. When he had first arrived in 1859, 
the echoes of the Eureka Stockade still resounded, but the hated Camps and 
their Commissioners and police and troopers had gone and miners had begun 
to see justice in the running of the goldfields and Castlemaine was beginning 
to be laid out as a proper town. He must have heard the stories of what it had 
been like before though and liked what he saw of it then for what followed. 
After Muckleford he married Ellen Amelia Davies from Taradale and went to 
Maldon to get gold and start a family. He soon became insolvent and left in 
mid 1866 for Guildford to start again. During his short time in Guildford he 
recovered his fortune and in 1869 left for Barkers Creek to get more gold. 
   So it was between July and September that year with a pregnant Ellen and 
three children in tow, he arrived back in Castlemaine. The children in tow 
were, William Charles and Alice Sarah who were born in Maldon in 1863 and 
1865, and Harry Thomas who was born in Guildford in 1867. Frederick 
Alfred was the next child to be born. They settled at Barkers Creek first and it 
would have been a crowded place where the gold still was being found when 
he returned and the rich claims mostly taken. But during his time here he had 
successful mining claims, got gold, invested and managed mines and raised a 
large family. The family lived in Barkers Creek and then Castlemaine city 
continuously until January 1895. 
   During this period in the Castlemaine district, William spent the years’ 1869 
to 1875 mining gold from his many local mining leases and managing his 
mines, as well as managing mines for others. He was also an active speculator 
as well as a mine owner and accumulated a successful share port folio of a 
value of some £10,0001. By 1875, although he had got more gold, the rush in 
the Castlemaine goldfield was well and truly over and a recession was 
looming. This probably contributed to his decision to leave to go to where 
gold was still being discovered in Northern Queensland. So in 1875 he went 
away to seek further fortune and adventure, for him judging by where he went 
and what he did it seemed as much to do with the latter as earning a living.  
   He left all the family in Castlemaine where he would return regularly every 
year until he left Australia for Raub in Malaya to build a gold mine at the 
‘Raub Eldorado’ as it was called by the press of the time. It was in this period 
in Castlemaine that the rest of the children were born. Frederick Alfred and 
Edith Margaret were born at Barkers Creek according to their birth record, in 
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1869 and 1870 but there was no mention of any particular street or other 
place. Then in Castlemaine township, Arthur Hector, then Edward Philip (he 
called himself Phillip), then Phillis Evelyn Emily (she would call herself Nelly) 
and finally Cecil Normanton who lies in this grave where this family memorial 
now stands. It was in Castlemaine that all of the children grew up and went to 
school and some of the sons worked at the foundry. The boys were active in 
the local sporting clubs playing cricket and football. The third son, Frederick 
Alfred, the author’s grandfather, was the only son to leave Castlemaine during 
this period to seek his fortune elsewhere in or near St Arnaud; he would 
however join them there later, with a wife and family in Malaya.  
   What follows now is a description of where the family lived in Castlemaine 
and briefly what was happening both with the family and William during this 
time here. Also some words about the short life of Cecil Normanton and the 
memorial and a brief description of other places in the district of family 
interest. I have included a Town Map as an insert showing where the houses 
and places of interest are in the town. Included separately also as another 
insert, is a larger scale map showing the other places of interest outside of the 
Castlemaine town. 
 

 
William and Ellen Amelia Bibby Castlemaine 1870’s 
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Criterion Hotel 
This hotel on the corner of Mostyn and Barker Street is associated with the 
first record of William being in Castlemaine. It is the hotel where William 
joined the Prince of Wales Lodge No. 4770 in 18612 soon after his arrival in 
the district before he married in Taradale in 1862. It was where the Lodge 
regular meetings were held during this time. The hotel of the same name 
today is the 1884 brick replacement that was originally called Beards Criterion 
Hotel. This timber hotel burned down in 1883 but the licence in the same 
hotel name has been continuous since it was first built in 1853. Included is an 
image of what it looked like in William’s time when it was of timber.  
   I would like to think that it is at these Lodge meetings at the Criterion that 
William met James Davies, a well established bricklayer from Taradale who 
had a number of daughters, one very pretty dark haired one called Ellen 
Amelia; they were mainly all tradesmen at these Lodges then. James’s eldest 
son William of similar age to our William was also a Bricklayer in the district 
and perhaps that could have lead to a meeting with his sister.  
 

 
Beards Criterion Hotel Ca 1872 Courtesy Australian National Library 
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Criterion Hotel Ca. 2011 

 
Barkers Creek 
I have not yet found out where the family actually lived in Barkers Creek. In 
1869 they could of course have been living in a tent as many families did at 
that time. Early images of Castlemaine and Barkers Creek of the period do 
show tent type of accommodation for miners and their families and tents can 
be found in the Rate Books but the family do not appear in these books until 
1875 and then living in a house. But knowing much about William as I do 
now and the record of the next two children Fredrick and Edith being born 
there, it was likely a house of some sort at Barkers Creek where they lived 
until 1874. William registered Edith’s birth and a friend, Ellen Killeck (this is 
largely a guess due to illegibility of the entry) from Forest Creek. Other 
information sources also suggest that probably, they were living in lodgings at 
Barkers Creek until 1874.  
   The birth record of the fourth son Arthur Hector shows he was born in 
Hargraves Street in 1874 so that dates the move to Castlemaine proper and 
likely they were living in lodgings somewhere on that street by then and is 
why they don’t appear in the rate records. Interestingly one of William’s 
partners in a mining lease, a Broker named Thomas Jury lived on the corner 
of Hargraves and Bull Street at this time and which opens up other 
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possibilities as to where they might have been living. It was at this time also 
that William did his work on his patent for a steam driven stamp for which 
Letters of patent were granted in 18743 and, as other gentlemen were 
involved in this patent at one time, I believe he was definitely resident then in 
Castlemaine by this time. 
   All of these streets where they lived in the town of Castlemaine itself lie on 
the north side of the town on the way to Barkers Creek. It is on this side of 
town that William had his main gold mining interests then, such as the 
Specimen Tribute and Cappers at Barkers Creek. It was also where a new 
School, the North School No. 2051 had opened in 1878 and the foundry in 
1875 and the railway station were. So it was not surprising they would end up 
living in this part of Castlemaine. Whilst in Castlemaine the family lived in 
seven houses, owning one and renting the others. 
 
Bull Street 
The Rate Books show that from 1875 to 76 the family were renting the first 
house on a Lot which is today numbers 31 & 33, on Bull Street and owned by 
J. B. Edwards then. It was here at the house on Bull Street that the next son 
Edward Phillip was born in December 1875. Then two years later they moved 
a short distance to the second house and what is today 45 & 47 Bull Street, 
again on a single Lot, as shown on the Parish Map anyway, and owned by a 
Jos Hall, renting it from 1877 until 1878. These houses, two mirror images on 
each Lot in the 1850’s still remain but it is not possible to know from the rate 
books which of each two they occupied.  
   So we have a period now when they had definitely become established in 
the Castlemaine Township. By the end of 1875 however William had left for 
Cloncurry to further expand his fortune and interests, so it was the rest of the 
family that were occupying these other houses and Ellen is shown paying the 
rates in all cases from now on. She also registered Phillip’s birth in early 
February 1876 in William’s absence. So the children were now all in the care 
of their mother with an absent father for most of this year. The older children 
would have no doubt all been at school now going to the Wesley School 
around the corner on the town side.  
   From 1875 on William was travelling to and from his new enterprise in 
Cloncurry, the Gilded Rose mine and making sure the next births happen of 
course. Usually at Christmas time he would return to Castlemaine, generally 
by sea but spending the bulk of the year away; his record of travel shows this 
happened regularly year on year out. So it would be a family in Castlemaine 
without a father for most of the years to come after 1875.  
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   It is the shipping records and Mining reports in the newspapers that tell 
what William was doing from 1875. He first left Castlemaine on September 7, 
in the SS City of Adelaide heading north for Sydney and Brisbane. This extract 
from the Mining Wardens reports in The Brisbane Courier, tells us what he was 
doing in Cloncurry. 
 

At Bishop's Creek, the United Gilded Rose Mine has again changed hands; the 
present proprietors being Messrs. Bibby and Kellick, who have also purchased 
the Bishop's Creek machine. Since these gentlemen have had possession of the 
mine, they have sunk the main underlay shaft to the depth of 120 feet, and are 
now driving on both sides of the shaft at 115 feet. The reef at this level is all 
mundic4, very well defined, and averages about 15 inches in width. The water 
is easily kept down with a whip worked by one horse. There are now fourteen 
hands employed at this mine, and if it be found that a fair quantity, of the gold 
can be extracted from the mundic by the available appliances, a much larger 
number of men will probably be put on. The last parcel of stone crushed was 
composed of about two-thirds mundic and one-third quartz, and yielded nearly 
two ozs of gold to the ton. Judging from the previous yields of gold from the 
quartz from this mine, there is every reason to believe that a considerable 
portion of the gold must have been extracted from the mundic. The next lot of 
mundic will be roasted before going through the mill. The proprietors intend 
purchasing a Wheeler's pan5 for the more effectual treatment of the mundic. 
The total amount of stone crushed from the United Gilded Rose mine has been 
1409 tons, which yielded 2212 ozs of gold, valued at £8,848. This cannot but 
be considered a satisfactory result, though, in consequence of the wont of 
mining experience on the part of the earlier proprietors, and the high cost of 
crushing, as well as of rations and all mining material, they did not obtain as 
good a profit as might have been expected6. 

 
The name of William’s partner is so similar to that friend from Forest Creek 
who registered Frederick’s birth it is enough to suggest this was the husband. 
William will make a success of this mine and more than triple the amount of 
gold got in the same period as the previous owners. He would install a ten 
head stamp obtained from Thompsons Foundry in Castlemaine and employ 
more men as suggested by the warden. As is suggested, this mine had a 
history of changing fortunes but it would be William who would make it pay 
for the next eight years of his ownership in partnership first with Kellick and 
then with R.H. Shaeffe Esq. from Fort Constantine. Fort Constantine was a 
prosperous cattle station just north of Cloncurry and Shaeffe a pastoralist of 
some standing in the Queensland community then and had political 
connections and there was much written about him in the press of his time. I 
wondered how they had met and whether it affected later events in Brisbane. 
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Hunter Street 
So by 1879, William seemed to have really got on his feet, aided no doubt by 
the gold from the Gilded Rose and his other investments and the family had 
moved from Bull to a house on Hunter Street which they owned according to 
the Rate Book. So William now had funds to purchase property; its rated 
value was £20 in 1879 and the rates £1. This house is on the corner of Hunter 
and Hargrave Street, today number 28 Hunter and is the same house that 
stands there today with much of the original features intact. They will stay in 
this house until the end of 1884 and it is where the next daughter was born in 
September 1879, Phillis Evelyn Emily, and Charles her brother is hown 
registering her birth in early November, he was just sixteen.  
   This is not a large house by Victorian standards, four main rooms, a 
breezeway and a kitchen out the back. Walking through the house knowing 
they had been in the rooms was a seminal experience. Imagining the children 
there, wondering what rooms they occupied and leaving for No. 2051 State 
School around the corner on Barker Street is easy to picture in the mind. By 
now there were eight children and perhaps was why, eventually as they grew, 
they moved again to the next larger house, but they would spend the longest 
period here, some six years. The last child and the subject of this memorial, 
was born in the next house on Berkeley Street where they moved to in 1885. 
    

 
28 Hunter Street Ca. 2010 
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Berkeley Street 
In 1885 and whilst William was divesting himself of his interest in the Gilded 
Rose in Cloncurry, the family having sold the Hunter Street house, had 
moved to what is now 44 Berkeley Street then owned by H. Lane which they 
also rented. This was a much larger house more suitable I suppose for a 
successful mining engineer with a wife and eight children living at home. But 
still William remained away on his adventures most of the time. 
   The same handsome house remains today and is of a similar period as 
Hunter Street with many of the original features intact also. It still stands on 
the larger sized Lot shown in the Parish Map of the time and its rated value 
when they lived there was £40 and the rates £2, probably because of the land 
it occupied and its location. I found it intriguing that the photograph in this 
booklet was found in the State Library which might suggest another story 
attached to this house. Walking through the house like before brings the same 
feelings and imaginings in the mind.  
   By the end of 1885 Charles at 22 had become a mining engineer like his 
father, and Alice was 21, still single of course. Harry Thomas was 18 and 
working at Thompsons Foundry, a qualified tradesman it appears from the 
work he was doing. Frederick Alfred at 16 had started also at Thompsons 
with the rest still at school. Their father was about to make a name for 
himself at yet another goldfield and I wondered whether they would have 
read the reports that followed in the newspapers about him. William had sold 
his share in the Gilded Rose and was looking further north, toward Croydon 
by now for his next venture. 
   The record shows William came home to Berkeley Street from Croydon in 
late 1885, he would have travelled via Normanton and taken the sea route via 
the Torres Straits down to Brisbane, Sydney and he arrived in Melbourne on 
the SS Gabo on the 26th October 1885, so he was home for Christmas again. 
The pattern of his life was well established now. He would be the absent 
father coming home to tell the tales of getting gold and what he had seen in 
far-away places in a type of country so very different from Castlemaine.  
   With William absent, Cecil Normanton was born at Berkeley Street on the 
27th June 1886 and Charles registered the birth for his mother soon after. He 
sadly had only a short life, and died of asthenia, a general weakness of the 
body as it is described by some texts, about six weeks later on the 11th 
August 1886. Before his death he was christened and his christening note in 
the Castlemaine Church of England register is poignant, it reads ‘Private ill7’ 
and so tells the story of his life in a way in two simple words.  
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   He was baptized on the 9th August just two days before his burial. There is 
also an entry in the Sales Ledger of Odgers & Son Funeral Directors and 
Timber and Hardware merchants in the town at that time, it lists under Bibby 
‘To Burial of Cecil Bibby, aged 6 weeks Coffin £1, Morning Coach £1 10s.’  So there 
was a cortege at the burial, carriage and horses all black, and I expect all the 
family were there all in black also, Charles at the head being the witness who 
recorded the death in the register and now a mature adult of 23, acting for his 
father.  
   Knowing what I know now, it is easy for me to imagine all the Castlemaine 
family standing where this memorial stands today. Why there was no 
headstone finally put in place during those years I think pays not to ponder 
on. However, whilst tending this grave I came across a number of remnants 
of glass containers that clearly were from the time and from their location 
buried upright in the centre of the grave just below the surface I am confident 
were placed on the grave by the family for flowers on that day. I was able to 
partly reconstitute two of them, one I identified as a Kilney Pickle Jar of the 
period and the other is probably of similar origin judging by the type of glass 
and design. So to handle these shards of glass is to be handling something 
they also have handled. 
 

 
44 Berkeley Street Ca 1963 Courtesy Victorian State Library 

   In my earlier research about two years ago when I first saw this grave, I did 
not connect it to William’s story as I do now. It was another grave found later 
that made that connection. It was that lonely Cape Clear grave of that 
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stillborn child of Harry’s, with its marble cross and iron railing surround that 
bears this same name we see before us today, that became part of the 
inspiration for writing William’s story. 
   But this grave here also was in my thoughts when I began the writing of the 
story and I soon made a promise to myself to make sure it would be marked 
in a similar way. And, so this memorial stands today, thanks to many of you 
here who helped make it so. Not only is it a grave stone to mark Cecil’s death 
so many years ago but it is like a capstone to the story I have written and 
more importantly, a memorial to the whole family as well to ensure, as it is 
inscribed, this great family story is not forgotten.   
      The naming of what would be this last child can only have been inspired 
by what William saw as his fortunes to come in Croydon. But I wondered 
why he did not call him Croydon; it seems to me a better and more apt 
choice. So what of William, he was away of course when all this happened, 
doing what he did best, getting gold but he wasn’t digging for it this time. But 
he was at last there at the beginning of a rush, the actual start of the Croydon 
gold rush and deciding what to do to further his fortune. He would likely 
have heard of the birth and the death of Cecil by telegraph; or even perhaps a 
letter from Ellen at a later date. However, his arrival in Croydon was heralded 
in The Brisbane Courier and showed that he was undaunted by the loss of Cecil. 
  

There have been many visitors, amongst whom Mr. Bibby, well known here 
and in the South, who has applied for a machine site, and informed me he 
intends bringing a plant for the Mountain Maid locality.8 
 

The machine being talked about in this report was of course a stamping 
machine and would come from Thompsons Foundry. He will have it shipped 
from Melbourne around the Cape of Carpentaria via Normanton. He would 
name his machine the ‘Pioneer’ and history records so and as the first 
machine to crush ore at this goldfield and crushing ore would be how William 
would make his fortune and name in Croydon.  
   But he spent only a few years in Croydon as by the end of 1888 he was a 
man about town in Brisbane looking for a new venture; there was by this time 
a well established recession in Victoria and people were looking elsewhere for 
their fortunes, particularly in gold. But he would still return to Castlemaine a 
number of times, but only to visit. By mid 1889 whilst in Brisbane he had 
found his new venture but it wasn’t in Australia it was in what was called then 
the Protected Malay States at a so-called Eldorado at a place called Raub in 
the State of Pahang. He had been recruited by a Brisbane Syndicate to set up 
a gold mine there. 
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Remains of Glass Jars found buried in centre of grave and similar Jar on right 

hand side with same marks from Kilner Bros. Lancashire UK 1870 period 
 

Barkers Street 
Back in Castlemaine, by 1888 the family had moved to another house they 
also rented and was also owned by H. Lane This house is today 298 Barkers 
Street. They spent only one year there as by 1889 they were renting another in 
the same street, what is today 333, also owned by H. Lane. That same house 
also remains today, with some modern additions but the frontage I think 
looks much the same as it would have then in 1889. It is haunting image in 
the same way as the others knowing they were there. 
   This is again a typical Victorian residence of similar proportions as the 
Berkeley Street House although slightly smaller and on a smaller Lot. Living 
at this house would have been the three daughters, Alice is 25 and still single, 
Edith is 19 and Nelly just 11, no doubt still at the North School. There were 
only three sons now in Castlemaine though. From these moves and renting of 
so many houses, some fro very short periods made me wonder why. It is clear 
though that William did not see his future in Castlemaine. 
   By September 1889 Charles at 27 was with his father in Malaya setting up 
the mine at Raub having left with him in August 1889 with the advance party. 
Harry at 25 was still in Castlemaine acting I assume, as head of the family as 
the next eldest son living at Barkers Street also and working as an engineer. 
Frederick I am almost certain, at 22 had left for St Arnaud to seek his fortune, 
become a grocer, marry and have a son. Arthur Hector at 16 was now at High 
School, he will become an Assayer and Phillip Edward is 15 and at High 
School and will go on to matriculate from Bendigo School of mines, but he 
would not become a miner nor an Assayer.  
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   By 1892 good gold had begun to be got from the Raub mine and history 
records that the first to be exported from the Malay States came from the 
Raub mine. Reports on the Raub gold mine began to regularly appear in the 
Australian newspapers, mainly in the Queensland press but also in The Argus 
so apart from letters the family would have likely seen these reports. So news 
from Raub had been getting home to the family and it wasn’t just about 
mining for gold though but I wondered what they were thinking, when are we 
joining our father perhaps?  
   There had been events in Pahang that were reported as a rebellion and 
Charles was in fact captured but he was never at risk as it turned out. The 
Raub mine nearly shut down because of it. All of this was in the newspapers 
as well as in the letters William must have been sending home. But these 
events probably delayed the departure of the family from Castlemaine. In late 
September 1893 the rebellion was over and Ellen and Harry finally left 333 
Barkers Street to go to Malaya to join William at Raub. It was to be Harry’s 
job to take over the running of the mine machinery from Charles who was 
going tin mining on his own but still in Malaya.  
   So, left at 333 Barkers Street in 1893 was Alice, no doubt left in charge in 
the running of the family, with Edith, Nelly, Arthur and Phillip. Arthur by this 
time in 1893 was doing his Assaying course at the School of Mines in 
Castlemaine. Phillip at 17 was probably getting ready to go on to further 
studies having matriculated but this does not happen as they will all leave in 
little over a year for Malaya. Frederick was still in St Arnaud and about to be 
married.  
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333 Barkers Street Ca 2011 

 
Doveton Street 
The remaining family stayed at 333 Barkers Street until the end of 1893 when 
they moved to what is today 20 Doveton Street, still renting and owned by a 
David Nolan. This move must have been planned by Ellen as part of the 
family preparing to join William as 20 Doveton Street was a smaller house 
and there were just the five children left with probably Alice in charge when 
her mother went away with Harry to join William. Ellen then returned alone 
late in 1894 to Castlemaine to collect them and take them to Singapore in 
January 1895. Before their departure though, the boys of the family were fare 
welled at a local cafe. 
 
Woodwards Cafe 
Woodwards Cafe was a well known establishment in Castlemaine during the 
Bibby’s time there. It is now replaced by another building but its site can be 
identified today alongside the ANZ Bank in Mostyn Street. Included is a 
period photo of what the interior looked like during the period. Woodwards 
was described as follows.  
 

As a business two storeys with the cafe possibly upstairs as the design of the 
windows suggests its main custom derived from catering for weddings and 
special events; many accounts of functions in Castlemaine refer to - afterward 
dinner at Woodwards.9 
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And so it was for Arthur and Phillip on the eve of their departure with their 
mother and their sisters for Malaya in 1895, from a notice in the Melbourne 
Argus in late January: 
 

A complementary banquet was tendered tonight by cricketers and footballers to 
Messrs P and A.H. Bibby at Woodwards Cafe on the occasion of their 
departure for Malaya.10 
 

  
Site of Woodwards Cafe replaced by later building between ANZ Bank and 

Newsagent, Mostyn Street Castlemaine Ca 2012 

  
Woodwards Cafe Interior Ca 1870 Courtesy of Adolphus Verey Collection 
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State School No.2051 
State School No. 2051 is located on the corner of Barkers and Hunter Street 
and was first opened in 1878; it was commonly called Castlemaine North 
School. This original school building of red brick is in the grand Victorian 
style, a style so common of many of that period and exists today still in use as 
a primary school, its Oregon raftered roof, still as sturdy today as the day it 
was built. It is on the same block where the Hunter Street house stands. All of 
the other houses they lived in were in close proximity to this school. It is this 
school that the younger children would have walked to every week day from 
all the houses they lived in at Hunter, Bull, Berkeley and Barker Streets.. 
   School records show that in 1884 four Bibby children were attending this 
school, they were; Edith 13, Arthur 10, Philip 9 and Nelly who was 5. The 
record is a list of children who were absent in July, August and September due 
to having an ‘infectious disease’, such as measles, whooping cough, scarlet fever, 
and etc.; it is not clear as to what they actually suffered from but all were 
absent for many days. 
   Likely Frederick also would have had attended No.2051 as he was 9 when it 
opened in 1878. Charles, Alice and Harry probably did not, although they 
might have attended the Wesley School, which was its predecessor, near the 
corner of Barkers and Campbell Streets. However by 1884, Frederick might 
have been at School No.119 which was for the older children then and on the 
corner of Mostyn and Urquhart Streets. School 11911 had opened in a tent in 
1855 but by 1884 is the school we see today. In 1884 Charles, Alice and Harry 
were no longer at school; Alice at home probably and the young men were at 
the foundry.  
   It became apparent to me during researching this story that William and 
Ellen were very conscious of the need for a good education for their children, 
girls and boys. Primary education was not free until after the passing of the 
Victorian Education Act in 1872. Fees at The Wesleyan School, which was a 
private school of the Methodists, were £39 p.a. and State Schools prior to 
1872, cost the parents’ sixpence to two shillings per week12. 
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Castlemaine North State School No.2051 Ca 2012 

 
Thompsons Foundry 
This foundry, started by the Thompson13 brothers, on the fortune made from 
crushing ore in the late 1850’s, was just starting by the time William had re-
established himself in 1875 in Castlemaine. This was also the time when 
William had started with his partner Kellick, working the lease on the Gilded 
Rose Mine in Cloncurry. This foundry will figure prominently in William’s 
story. It would become closely connected with the Bibby family in two ways, 
as a means of training and employment for the sons and a source of mining 
machinery, mainly stamps and winding gear, for William and particularly in 
Malaya.  
   It became the longest running and most successful foundry in Castlemaine. 
Some of the Company documents still exist today in the Melbourne 
University archives and it is in these that I found the employment records of 
the sons. The Thompsons Wages Register and Wages to Job Register both 
mention the sons of William working at this foundry. Also the accounts 
register lists the Raub Australian Syndicate as a customer and there are carbon 
copies of correspondence between the Syndicate and between William.  The 
Customer Job Register also lists the items, quantities and prices of equipment 
sold to the Raub Syndicate as ordered by William for the Raub mine. William 
will visit Thompsons in July 1889 and order his ten head stamp and other 
mining machinery to take to Raub on the SS Jumna when they first left 
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Brisbane in August 1889; 40 tons of machinery and stores, none weighing 
more than 6cwt, much of it coming from this foundry. Included is an image 
of this foundry taken around 1920. 
 
 

 
Thompsons Foundry Ca. 1920 Courtesy of Victorian State Library 

 
Goldsmiths Hotel 
It was at this hotel that the Castlemaine Foundry United Football Club held 
their inaugural meeting on April 28th 1883. The hotel was located on Mostyn 
Street between Frederick and Hargreave Streets and traded as such as late as 
1957 and is now a Pharmacy. But its past grandeur is not concealed in the 
ironwork and the upper storey windows and central door design still existing 
which gives a hint to what it was and that it had a busy verandah upstairs for 
patrons. Old photographs show hotel patrons on this verandah14.   
   Charles now 20, he was called William in this record, is mentioned in the 
minutes of this inaugural meeting of the foundry football club and was 
nominated as its Captain. The minutes also record that there were sixty-seven 
members and Harry’s name appeared as paying his 2s 6d membership fee, he 
would have been 16. The following is an extract from the minutes that 
perhaps shows in a way the esteem William Charles was held in by his peers. 

 
The following officers were unanimously elected, viz Captain W. Bibby, Vice 
Captain C. Greensides, Secretary C. Greensides, Treasurer J. Leany. Upon W. 
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Bibby being elected Captain his position as general committeeman became 
vacant which was filled by H. Gray being the next highest in the ballot. 15 

 

 
Goldsmiths Hotel Ca 1957 courtesy of Castlemaine Museum 

 
 

 
Old Goldsmiths Hotel Mostyn Street now a Pharmacy Ca 2012 
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Newspapers 
There are a number of articles that appeared in the newspapers mentioning 
the family during their time in Castlemaine, in the local Mount Alexander Mail 
and Bendigo Advertiser and in other papers and not only about sport or in the 
births column. There is mention of Charles playing cricket against the ALL 
ENGLAND ELEVEN in Castlemaine and later in the match near 
Melbourne where that ‘Bail’ was burnt. Charles and Harry can be found in 
reports on the local football matches and Charles’s capture by the rebels in 
1882 and his accidental death in Jelebu Malaya in 1889. William is mentioned 
contributing to funds for widows of miners, his appearance on Boards of 
Directors and Share holdings lists often appeared. Also an article appeared in 
the local paper as well as The Argus on William’s appointment to head the 
Raub Australia Syndicate’s team to establish the mine in Malaya in May 1889 
whilst the family was still living in Castlemaine and William was a ‘man about 
town’ in Brisbane.  
   The Mount Alexander Mail reported on the death of Ellen Amelia in 
Singapore in May 1895 and in later years, William’s death in May 1900 and the 
death later in Sydney of one of his colleagues who followed him to Raub, 
McGlenchy, also mentioned William. Later after William’s death, this article 
appeared in a Singapore paper quoting remarks by his ‘friends in Castlemaine’.  
 

A friend now in Australia writes to say that he heard a few days previously that 
Mr. Blamey, a former mine manager at Punjom died at or near Melbourne. The 
same letter says: On Cup Day I met W.R. Scott on the course, you may 
remember that he was for more than twenty years in the Perak Mines 
Department, and retired on a pension. The old man has been very seedy lately 
and nearly died a week ago, but now looks well and talks of going to Bendigo 
races with me tomorrow. I was for a few days at Castlemaine, and whilst there 
I had many enquiries about the Bibby family. Poor old Bibby lived for many 
years there and appears to have been well liked16. 

  
This extract clearly shows the family was well known in the town and would 
have likely qualified to be a Pioneer member of The Pioneer & Old Residents 
Association17 formed in 1880 the family having been residents of Castlemaine 
for more than twenty-five years. The references above to Perak and Punjom 
are both places in the State of Pahang where the town of Raub and where 
William’s gold mine still operates today and the names mentioned are men 
who would have dealt with William. 
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Places of Interest Nearby  
The places of interest near Castlemaine are shown on the insert map with this 
booklet. Firstly is Christies Reef mine about 15 km west of Castlemaine on 
the Pyrenees Highway at Green Gully just before Newstead. Just before 
Green Gully, on a rise and about half a kilometre along a track north from the 
highway, are the tailings and remains of a shaft where he started in 1859 
managing this mine. This mine is still listed on the official mining maps and 
the area is a popular site for prospectors today. It was here between 1868 and 
1869 that William and his partner Green also held a mining lease and obtained 
160 ozs of smelted gold. 
   The Holy Trinity Anglican Church at Taradale, where William and Ellen got 
married in December 1862 and the family began to be. The history of this 
church is well documented by the local historic society. The church was still 
giving services until a recent structural problem with the North end mock bell 
tower arose and its future as a result remains uncertain it seems. It is much 
the same as it was then and there is a communion Chalice hallmarked to show 
it must have been likely used then. When I went inside and stood where Ellen 
and William would have stood I was moved more than I am able to describe 
as so little remains connected directly to them in such a way. It was that 
similar feeling I experienced in those houses that remain. 
   Maldon, where Charles and Alice were born and where William and Ellen 
lived at ‘The Springs’ in a wooden three room house with a shingle roof and a 
machinery shed where he crushed ore and had a mining lease in Wattle Gully 
and where he finally went bankrupt in 1866. ‘The Springs’ is an area located at 
the western end of the town at the base of Mount Tarrengower where the 
road ascent commences today. Ruins of the old Brewery remain on the right 
of the road. The cottage site is yet to be identified from the Parish Map; it was 
on Crown land at the time but is likely on the left on the rise overlooking the 
spring site. 
   Guildford where Harry Thomas was born in Fryers Street in 1867, the main 
street still named so and much unchanged from when he was born and the 
well known ‘Big Tree’ that was there in their time and is still there today. 
Stand under that massive tree and imagine them arriving down the Newstead 
road, the road they surely travelled. 
   At Barkers Creek on the Bendigo road to the north about 3 km is The Old 
England Hotel, now a private residence but which was a hotel in William’s time 
and still carries the name and that he must have frequented often. The owner 
of this hotel at the time was John Hopkins Walter who became a partner of 
William in mining leases and shareholdings. Walter started the first Post 
Office at Barkers Creek and William lists it as his address in the mining 
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Registers in the early Leases with Walter. So perhaps it was with Walter that 
William and his family lodged in those early years here.  
   Still at Barkers Creek where it could be said William really made his mark in 
Castlemaine and fortune to fund all his other ventures. Opposite The Old 
England hotel, turn right down Specimen Gully road where William had a 
number of mining leases where he got good gold. The Specimen Hill mine 
tunnel to the main shaft, battery site and air shafts can be visited today a little 
over a kilometre in on the left. Capper’s Reef is also in the same area in the 
right before you get to the mine, as well as the Specimen Tribute, both 
interests of William either as a mine owner or shareholder. Walk past where 
the old slate quarry was, slate that covered much of Melbourne then, and then 
up the gully looking left and imagine what it was like then. With so much 
evidence still to see of what man did then it is not difficult to see it all as it 
might have been. 
   As already mentioned, it was also at Barkers Creek nearby the hotel that 
likely was the place where Frederick and Edith were born in 1869 and 1871. 
Also, a short half a kilometre on toward the orchard town of Harcourt on the 
same road on the left is School road which leads to the school, a private 
school at that time that was there in 1870 and became a State School in 1874 
but is now derelict and forgotten. No registers of attendance at this school for 
the period of the early 1870’s have yet been found but it is likely Charles and 
Alice might have attended even though as we know, school was not 
compulsory then.  
 

-oOo- 
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End Notes 

 
1 Courtesy Castlemaine Historical Society Shareholder Listings 
2 Courtesy Castlemaine Historical Society Lodge Listings 
3 The Argus Melbourne 27 February 1874. Letters Patent granted, see image below 
4 Mundic is just another word for ore, usually used in describing Copper ore.  
5 Wheelers Pan, see Image below, another of the many types of equipment to fine 

grind the ore like a Berdan Pan but a quite different operating principle.  
6 The Brisbane Courier 3 March 1877 Croydon 
7 Courtesy Castlemaine Historical Society records 
8 The Brisbane Courier 21 July 1886 Croydon 
9 Historic Photos from the Verey Collection, Friends of Castlemaine Library Notes 
10 Melbourne Argus 24 January Castlemaine 
11 Vision and Realization, Education Department Victoria 
12 THE NORTH SCHOOL, History & Reminiscences Castlemaine North Primary 

School No.2051 by Robyn Lewis 
13 Castlemaine, From Camp to City 1835 -1900 by Geoff Hocking Page 215 
14 Castlemaine, From Camp to City 1835 -1900 by Geoff Hocking Page 201 
15 Excerpt from Club minutes Courtesy Castlemaine Historical Society Football Club 

records 
16 Singapore Free Press & Mercantile Advertiser 29 December 1900 
17 Castlemaine, From Camp to City 1835 -1900 by Geoff Hocking Page 114 
   
 

     
A Wheelers Pan  William’s Steam Driven Patent Stamp 
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